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Think about that. More than $10,000 of 
their unemployment benefits is 
untaxable without regard to income. 

Working Americans still have to pay 
their taxes, even if they are making 
less money than they would on unem-
ployment. If you are a hard-working 
taxpayer in this country and you are 
not getting a tax break when the peo-
ple who are on unemployment are get-
ting a $10,000 tax break, nontaxable in-
come that is costing the Federal Gov-
ernment somewhere on the order of $30 
billion, you can imagine the average 
taxpayer in this country might find 
that to be highly objectionable when 
they find out about it. A substantial 
amount of unemployment benefits will 
be tax-free. That doesn’t seem too fair, 
not to mention that the last thing we 
should be doing right now is discour-
aging people from going back to work. 

In that speech I referenced earlier 
that the Democratic leader gave on In-
auguration Day, he said: 

As the majority changes in the Senate, the 
Senate will do business differently. 

‘‘The Senate will do business dif-
ferently.’’ Well, now we have a glimpse 
of what that looks like. And, appar-
ently, it looks like ruthless partisan-
ship in an attempt to completely si-
lence the minority and the Americans 
they represent. It is deeply dis-
appointing that Democrats have turned 
a bipartisan process into a totally par-
tisan exercise. 

As I mentioned, pandemic relief 
ought to be bipartisan, and it was last 
year, five times. Five times here in the 
U.S. Senate, we passed pandemic relief, 
coronavirus relief legislation, with 
overwhelming bipartisan majorities 
under regular order, where 60 votes are 
required, instead of under the proce-
dure that was used by the Democrats 
last week to shut Republicans out of 
that process. 

We could have passed a bill last week 
again with overwhelming bipartisan 
support, but that would have required 
Democrats to be willing to genuinely 
collaborate with Republicans. And, un-
fortunately, it is becoming clear that 
collaboration is not part of the new 
way of doing business in the Demo-
cratic-led Senate. 

I hope my Democratic colleagues will 
change course in the days ahead and 
work with Republicans to unite our 
country. As the Democratic leader sug-
gested on Inauguration Day, they owe 
the American people nothing less. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

IMMIGRATION 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor today to oppose 

President Biden’s Executive orders on 
immigration. 

Now, there are more than 11 million 
illegal immigrants in the country 
today. This is a group equivalent to the 
population of the entire State of Geor-
gia, and this number has nearly tripled 
in the last 30 years. In fact, some ex-
perts say the number is a lot higher 
than that. Folks at Yale and MIT and 
the researchers there said it could ac-
tually be twice as high; it could be 22 
million people in the country illegally. 
Well, that is more than the population 
of the entire State of New York. 

So it appears to me that illegal im-
migration is making a mockery of our 
borders. Yet President Biden and this 
administration refuse to admit, even as 
of this morning, that there is a crisis 
at the southern border. 

Now, if you talk to law enforcement 
all across the country, they will tell 
you that many of the problems that 
they face every day are problems re-
lated to our open southern border. The 
Drug Enforcement Administration has 
said for nearly a decade now that the 
vast majority of illegal drugs in Amer-
ica come here across the southern bor-
der. 

Now, I am a doctor. I will tell you, 
these drugs have killed thousands of 
Americans. They kill thousands of 
Americans every year. They tear fami-
lies apart. They lead to heartbreaking 
stories. They rob people of their God- 
given potential. 

Our law enforcement, our Coast 
Guard, our border agents, they do he-
roic work every day to intercept drugs, 
to stop human trafficking. They can’t 
do it alone. They need the support of 
the U.S. Senate. 

Well, during the debate last week 
over the spending bill, we had a chance 
to give them support. Senator CRUZ in-
troduced an amendment to prevent 
checks from going to illegal immi-
grants. Democrats blocked it. Senator 
COTTON introduced an amendment to 
cut the bailout funding to sanctuary 
cities. Well, these are cities that ac-
tively try to prevent Federal agents— 
actively try to prevent Federal agents 
from enforcing our immigration laws. 
Democrats blocked the amendment. 

So no wonder we have a crisis at the 
border. Democrats seem to be adver-
tising to the entire world: Come here 
now. If you come here illegally, you 
can get a check, possibly. 

If you are an immigration enforce-
ment officer, Democrats seem to block 
them from doing their own job. Presi-
dent Biden has already issued at least 
seven Executive orders on immigra-
tion. In just over a month in office, 
President Biden has already proven to 
be the most open-border President in 
U.S. history. 

Now we face an entirely predictable 
crisis at the border. That crisis rests 
squarely at President Biden’s feet. On 
his first day in office, President Biden 
shut down construction of the southern 
border wall. By the time the day was 
over, President Biden stopped all de-

portations for a hundred days. It didn’t 
matter to President Biden what you 
were going to be deported for. No. Now, 
maybe you are a serious criminal. 
President Biden says: You can stay 
longer. A court has already stepped in 
and said this is illegal, this Executive 
order. 

President Biden has, astonishingly, 
brought back the idea of catch-and-re-
lease—catch-and-release. He has or-
dered our immigration agents to re-
lease illegal immigrants into the 
United States, and he is doing it in the 
middle of a pandemic. Senator COTTON 
and I sent a letter to the President 
raising this concern. It is now harder 
to go to church in some parts of Amer-
ica than it is to cross the border into 
America. 

Under President Trump, if you want-
ed to apply for asylum in this country, 
you had to remain in Mexico. That was 
the policy. The policy of ‘‘Remain in 
Mexico’’ was based on the standards of 
international law. To get asylum, you 
have to show that you can’t live safely 
in your home country because of perse-
cution—understandable. Yet the fact is 
that most illegal immigrants don’t 
come here because of persecution. They 
come here for economic reasons. They 
want a better job. They want better 
schools for their kids. They are under-
standable motives; nonetheless, they 
are not standards for asylum. 

Now, another requirement for asylum 
is that you have to go to the nearest 
safe country and seek asylum. You 
don’t get to pick anywhere you want to 
go in the world. You have to go to the 
nearest safe country. Yet people 
around the world know that our asy-
lum system here in the United States 
has become a sham. It is no secret that 
it is easy to game the system, and it is 
being gamed regularly in the Biden ad-
ministration. 

So they often stop in at least one 
other safe country, and they apply for 
asylum here. President Biden now says: 
You don’t have to wait in Mexico. 
Cross the border. We will give you a 
court date years from now, years from 
now, and after they give you the court 
date, they release you into the United 
States. Even those who know they 
don’t qualify and will not qualify for 
asylum, they come anyway because 
they know they get released into the 
United States. It happens all the time. 

Just before the new administration 
took over, the Department of Home-
land Security published a report about 
this. According to the Department, our 
border agents apprehended 3.5 million 
illegal immigrants along the southern 
border between 2014 and 2019. Only 8 
percent of them—only 8 percent, 1 out 
of 12—ended up receiving legal protec-
tion from being deported, but the De-
partment says half of them are still 
here in the United States. How does 
that happen? They didn’t show up. 

President Biden has also started an 
unprecedented expansion of the refugee 
program. The most refugees that this 
country has ever resettled in a single 
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year was 85,000 in President Obama’s 
final year in office. President Biden 
wants to break the record. He wants to 
increase it to 125,000. It will be the 
most, by far. 

President Biden has told his adminis-
tration to bring back the Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arrivals, also known 
as DACA. Now, this is a program for 
people who were brought here illegally 
while they were children. It is not the 
children’s fault. Yet DACA is illegal, 
plain and simple. 

President Obama has admitted it. 
Liberal activists asked him to do it. At 
least 10 different times President 
Obama said: No, I can’t do it. It is ille-
gal. Then an election year came. He de-
cided to do it anyway. 

As you and I know, we are a nation of 
compassionate people. We are giving. 
We are generous. We have the most 
generous immigration system in the 
world. The issue before us is one that 
should be handled by Congress, not by 
Executive order—not through an ille-
gal Executive order, and DACA is still 
illegal. I expect a court will ultimately 
strike it down. 

So this is some of what President 
Biden has done by Executive order. At 
the same time, he is trying to cram an 
even more radical agenda through Con-
gress. Last month, President Biden’s 
immigration bill was introduced in the 
Senate. It already has the support of 26 
cosponsors on the Democratic side of 
the aisle. It includes the majority lead-
er, Senator SCHUMER. 

Well, this bill will give illegal immi-
grants not just amnesty, citizenship— 
citizenship. Democrats in Washington 
tried that in 2007, the year I arrived in 
the Senate. The American people 
picked up the phone. They actually 
shut down the phone lines, shut down 
the switchboards here in the U.S. Sen-
ate. They were all calling in to say no. 

Democrats in Washington tried it 
again in 2013. The American people 
picked up the phone again. The Amer-
ican people said no. And we said no in 
the Senate. We said no in 2007, no in 
2013. The American people are going to 
say no again in 2021. 

Now, President Biden has issued, 
signed a lot of Executive orders; many 
of them, the ones I talked about with 
people at home this weekend in Wyo-
ming, very unpopular. Polls show his 
immigration order is the most unpopu-
lar of them all. 

President Biden should keep in mind 
that it was a very close election in No-
vember. We have a 50–50 Senate, very 
narrow margins in the House. The 
American people, for the first time, are 
finding out just how liberal Joe Biden 
is. Many of them are already having 
buyer’s remorse. They didn’t believe he 
would be this radical and his actions 
would be this scary. 

President Biden needs to listen to the 
American people. The American people 
don’t want a radical, extreme, dan-
gerous, scary agenda. We want safe 
communities. We want laws obeyed. We 
want a secure border. It is time to 
stand up to this radical agenda. 

Our immigration system is broken. 
Instead of breaking it further, we 
should work together to fix it. Let’s 
protect our communities, protect our 
American workers, and secure our 
southern border. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NOMINATION OF MERRICK BRIAN GARLAND 
Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, today 

the Senate will vote on Judge Merrick 
Garland’s nomination to be Attorney 
General of the United States. I will op-
pose this nomination. I was open-mind-
ed at first about Judge Garland’s nomi-
nation. He has long had a reputation as 
a fair-minded judge. But since being 
nominated, my confidence in Judge 
Garland has been undermined—first, by 
his evasive, haughty refusal to answer 
some of the most basic questions we 
would expect from an Attorney Gen-
eral, the kind of evasion he would 
never allow in his own courtroom, so 
why should we allow it in the U.S. Sen-
ate? And, second, when he did answer 
questions, he sounded more like a lib-
eral ideologue who had embraced the 
radical agenda of the Democratic Par-
ty’s far-left base. 

If confirmed, I am afraid that he will 
enable extremists in the Department of 
Justice to undermine our police, our 
Constitution, and our rule of law. This 
weak-on-crime nominee will fan the 
flames of our Nation’s drug crisis, bor-
der crisis, and violent crime crisis. And 
he has made clear that on the greatest 
challenges facing the Department, he 
will cede the reins to the radical, far- 
left culture warriors that President 
Biden has nominated to be some of his 
top deputies. Our Nation simply cannot 
afford Judge Garland as our Attorney 
General. 

In the last 12 months on record, over 
83,000 Americans died from drug 
overdoses, more than any year in his-
tory. Drug overdoses killed more 
Americans in a single year than the 
Vietnam war and the War on Terror 
combined. Yet Judge Garland plans to 
reduce prison sentences for drug deal-
ers, traffickers, and gang members. 

Judge Garland appears to believe 
that these merchants of misery engage 
in a victimless trade, but virtually 
every family and community in our 
Nation bears the scars that prove oth-
erwise. Whether it is the disabled child, 
addicted parent, suffering sibling, re-
covering neighbor, or deceased friend, 
the victims of drug crime are every-
where we look. Drug traffickers are 
hardly engaged in a nonviolent offense. 
Their practice is intimidation; their 
product is poison; and their customer 
service is the barrel of a gun. With 
Judge Garland as Attorney General, 

these criminals will go free. Their busi-
ness will boom, and the violence and 
death in our streets will continue. 

It is not just fentanyl and heroin 
driving this crisis anymore. In the 
wake of weakening our drug trafficking 
laws under ill-advised laws like the 
First Step Act, drug overdose deaths 
are linked to other drugs as well, like 
cocaine, which is sharply increasing. 
Cocaine is now outpacing heroin as a 
leading cause of drug overdoses, and 
meth is outpacing both. Judge Garland 
will release these criminals back onto 
the streets in the middle of the worst 
drug epidemic in our Nation’s history. 
These pain profiteers don’t deserve le-
niency and should be kept far away 
from the communities they have vic-
timized. Many should, frankly, count 
themselves lucky that they are not 
charged with murder. 

And while Judge Garland endorses 
President Biden’s call for racial eq-
uity—not equality, but equity—Judge 
Garland’s agenda will hurt vulnerable 
minority communities most of all. 
Drug overdose deaths disproportion-
ately affect minority communities, as 
does violent crime. Judge Garland’s 
confirmation, like the confirmation of 
some of his top deputies, would be a 
gift to the cartels, street gangs, and 
drug trafficking networks that perpet-
uate violence and the destruction we 
see in our streets. And even those who 
want the government to go easier on 
drug dealers and drug traffickers 
should be concerned about Judge Gar-
land’s stated plan to dismantle manda-
tory minimum sentences for drug traf-
fickers. In addition to deterrence, one 
important justification for creating 
sentence ranges was to reduce racial 
disparities in how minority drug traf-
fickers were sentenced. 

But Judge Garland doesn’t stop 
there. He also supports President 
Biden’s extreme open borders amnesty 
agenda. At Judge Garland’s confirma-
tion hearing, he was asked if entering 
the country illegally should be a crime. 
You would think that would be a very 
simple question. But Judge Garland re-
sponded that he hadn’t ‘‘thought 
about’’ it—hadn’t ‘‘thought about’’ it. 
It stretches the bounds of belief that a 
Federal judge who has been on the 
bench for almost a quarter century 
hadn’t thought about that question—or 
that any American with common sense 
who believes in our borders and be-
lieves in our sovereignty hadn’t 
thought whether it should be a crime 
to cross our border illegally. But, to 
give him the benefit of the doubt, I 
asked, in a written question after the 
hearing—had nearly a week to think 
about it; it seems like it is a pretty 
easy research question: Should ille-
gally entering our country be a crime? 
And he said, conveniently, even then, 
that he hadn’t thought about it. Judge 
Garland also refused to say whether il-
legal alien gang members or illegal 
aliens who have assaulted U.S. citizens 
should be deported if a judge orders it. 

Judge Garland’s silence shows that 
he will, at best, meekly abide by the 
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